
HOW TO DO A QUANTITATIVE STUDY AND WRITE A RESEARCH PAPER

Research papers are a fact of life for high school, college and graduate school students
 A descriptive research paper gives information on how the project was done, while a quantitative paper 

gives data and statistics to back up the stated conclusions.
You can also report your findings in the form of a PowerPoint presentation.

1. To decide on a quantitative research idea, consider what interests you. Take observations of people, 
places or animals to refine your ideas. Do you like studying human behavior, for example? Start your 
research process by posing a specific, concise question about a topic narrow enough so that it can be 
explored. (a hypothesis)

2. Understanding previous research is crucial to learning all you can about the topic of your choice and 
knowing what has already been found by scientists and researchers in the community. Try to search for 
information on the topic online and include it in your research. 

3. Conduct your study scientifically and objectively, recording all findings meticulously. Using a scientific 
method (a survey, a questionnaire or a test group) is very important in order to get reliable results. 

4. Write the introduction of the paper. Include a description of the problem or the topic of research, the focus 
of your paper and a summary of your hypothesis.

5. Describe the methods you used in your research or experiment. Include any information or equipment you 
used and any specific methodologies implemented.

6. Present your quantitative results -- data -- in terms that 
can be easily understood by the reader. Use a systematic, 
logical presentation and include charts, tables or graphs to 
help explain your results.

7. Discuss what you learned from your research. Interpret 
the results for your reader and explain what they mean and 
what the impact of what you have learned may be.

8. Make your conclusions and state your 
recommendations. Summarize why it is important and what 
additional research you recommend for the future.

9. Include a list of references used for writing your paper.


